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Introduction
•

Schistosomiasis, also known as Bilharzia,
is a neglected tropical disease (NTD)
caused by parasitic worms (CDC).
• The parasite inhabits certain types of
freshwater snails.
• It is prevalent in tropical areas including
Africa, South America, and the
Caribbean.
• It is estimated that 90% of people who
require treatment for schistosomiasis
infections reside in Africa (WHO).

Discussion

Methods
Our data was collected between 2016-2018 using KAP survey methods. This method helped us to determine and
understand the knowledge, attitudes and practices surrounding Schistosomiasis. The quantitative and qualitative
data produced by this survey allowed us to understand the impact of schistosomiasis not just on the community,
but also on the culture. Using the data, we aimed to ask 4 main questions: 1) How many children and young adults
have knowledge of the parasite or have suffered from the disease?; 2) How do people perceive the parasite?; 3)
What and how many high-risk behaviors do they participate in; 4) What preventative measures do they engage in?
We also aimed to answer questions about water and hygiene within the village.
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Figure 2. Other Indicators of schistosomiasis. Represents the
percentage of individuals each year who have reported blood in
their urine or stool.
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Figure 4. Preventative and hygienic behaviors that individuals
each year have reported participating in that may help to lower
the incidence of schistosomiasis.

Figure 3. High-risk behaviors that individuals participate in that
may contribute to the incidence of schistosomiasis.
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Overall, we succeeded in our goal of
answering questions about the community and
schistosomiasis based on the KAP survey.
There is still more data to analyze and
correlations to make. We understand that many
of the risk factors associated with the incidence
of schistosomiasis are activities that are central
to the way of life within the community, and
some also result from a lack of basic services.
It is important to emphasize that health care
and education services are essential for
prevention.
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and therefore speak Ewe.
Has lacked basic services until
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Figure 1. The percentage of Individuals who have knowledge of
schistosomiasis and the percentage of individuals who have
knowingly suffered from the disease.
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Risk factors include poor sanitation and
contact with contaminated water. Schoolaged children are most at risk (CDC).
Water is contaminated by urine and feces
from infected individuals.
Our Research was conducted in Tomefa,
Ghana.
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The percentage of individuals reporting
knowledge of schistosomiasis has
decreased over time.
Individuals who report suffering from
schistosomiasis is lower than expected
especially considering the fact that a high
percentage of individuals from each year
report experiencing blood in the urine or
stool.
A considerable number of high-risk
behaviors were reported. The largest
percent of individuals participate in
behaviors that lead to contact with the lake
water.
A large percentage of individuals report
participating in all preventative and
hygienic behaviors listed.
Many individuals have knowledge of
hospitals/clinics in the area and have
visited one.
Individuals also discuss health issues at
home and at school with school correlating
to a slightly higher percentage.
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Figure 5. Health care and health education within the community. The percentage of
individuals each year who report knowledge of health care services and practices and
have received such services.
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